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o Tuo WICKED Sink: 11 roxGavs Tur ALL Tuar Dzzr, | 
BECAUSE THOU DESIRED' ST ME: ' SHouLD” ST NOT THOU ALSO | 
HAVE HAD COMPASSION , . ON THY FELLOW-SERVANT) EVEN AS 

1 1 


Trap PITY ON Tae | „ 


WIA 
MATT. . v. 52. 33. 
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H EN we 0 ae os frail, otras? | and kurt N 
tate of human nature, hen We reflect on the general lot and portion 
of mortality; when we call to mind how few things there are in this 
life which can impart real and ſubſtantial happineſs; and, on the 
other hand, how many are pregnant with miſery and ſorrow, we are 
naturally led to- imagine, that it muſt be the buſineſs as it is the 
intereſt and concern of every individual to lighten as much as poſſible 
the general burthen: That every office of tendernefs and humanity to 
our felow-creatures' would of courſe be duely and c ere per- 
formed by every one of us; well-knowing | that all the poor aid and 
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aſſiſtance which each particular could Jend, Me Ri afford but 
ſmall and inſignificant preſervatives againſt univerſal affliction and 
calamity; as the maſt that we can do is but to ſoften that diſtreſs 


which we cannot prevent, and to. ſooth thoſe ſorrows which we 


? 


ng et Rl a condugt and i of; mankind i is directly 
e It is indeed a melancholy truth, that for tlie moſt pat we 
employ our wit and ſagacity but to over reach, our ingenuity to tor- 
aß our riches and power to perſecute and oppreſs each other. 


the- n now def re us, our bleſſed rs "who 7 4 eg 
rd to the purpoſe of inculcating mutual love, charity, and forgive- 
neſs, informs us, that the benevolent king had generouſly, on the 
| kumwhle petition, of the poor inſolvent, withdrawn his juſt claim to 
che whole debt, which was, no leſs than ten thouſand. talents; and 
yet this very ſervant would not afterwards, forgive his. fellow-ſervant 
one hundred pence, though mot earneſtly ſolicited by him, but caſt 
him into priſon : Then it was, ſays our Saviour, that his lord called 
him, and ſaid / unto Him, O thou'-wicked ſervant, I forgave thee all that 
debt, becauſe thou dgſired ſi me: Should ft not thou alſs have had compaſſion on 
. thy fellew-ſervant, even as I had pity on thee? The conſequence of this 
_ ernel,.and, inhuman, treatment of his unhappy: brother was ſuch, we 
are-.told;, as, the. offender, well deſerved His, lord: was wrbib, and 
delivered him, to the tormentors, till be fpould pay allitbat was Hue unte bim. 
AN behgvigur, of, the king's; { ervant ons this occaſion, ii as. related hy 
gur bieſſed, Sayiour, wass not, we. havenreaſon to ſuppoſe, recorded 
by. him, as anyithingffiggularlor remarkable, but as. a circ umſtande that 
bad frequently happened in times paſt, and probably would but to 
often happen alſo in tim sto come; he well knew and foreſaw that 
the ame, du een temper and, diſpoſitions, the ſame rancorous 
ma fes Oy ee deen Yhemindbes re 
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93 Abd of this AE have 15 but too many evident proofs, | 
in dier age and' 21 from the days © of our Saviour and his Apoſtles 
even uur our & Wa!“ 4 FORE mop IN 2155 e ieee (48> 
e pes ; 
För the Ronour al. that nature 88 N 2 be 
wh advaticement of that virtue which w. we 12 1 5 he 
aich Ge plofeſs, molt ferioully and deyou icht 


ſome Het 7 N 1 Fl fe eyoutly it it 755 ro be wiſh 43} 
| e method cou'd be foun d out e ectually y.to preſerve and ſecure , 


property of individhals, Tg 7  facrincing he liberty of one man to | 
the arbitrary will or caprice, the anger and reſentment, the © oppreſſion | 
and inſenÞ6 bility of another: But human laws muſt partake « 


"injeeſettons: 'even in the molt poliſhed and refined nations, (for the 
grievande is by no means confine to our own), puniſhopents are often 
inflicted which are very inadeg uate to the crimes co! 


_ doubtleſs" à hardſhi; ip. more e particularly t to > be lamented "with 1 to 
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| - The cruel confinement "of a dene tet With 4h Ib $5 
ber attendant on it, is doubtleſs 8 by far too ſevere a ſentence on the 
unhappy delinquent; to be cut off at once from all the comfort 8 and con- 
veniencies of life, ito 'be ſeparated; perhaps by brutal force 00 violence, 
from all chat he holds der, to be deprived of Tight a and air, che Com- 
mon benefits of nature, is ſurely à dreadful and melancholy tranſition ; 
even when his incapacity of diſcharging the debt is the- -conſequence of "0 
imprudence, folly and r 3 ; how: much more Pitiable is his 
condition when it ſprings from unavoidable | poverty and misfortune, 
from a total inability” of providing for the e exigencies of nature, and 
the neceſſities of human life ! Perhaps. even ſometimes, and it isa cir- 
cumſtance not uncommon, from the *baſeneſs, fraud or | 
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thoſe with Whönt he is contiefted: *: who! > take a vantage of his caly. na- 
: ture o dehüde an impdſe' a : how many have been ned for 
their 


human 1 


ited ; and this is 9 


impoſture of I 
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their . lives in a an . their As readineſs at Gelee 
in ſerving thoſe whom they moſt lov'd and eſteem' d, by becoming 
ſurities for their friends and relations how many have procured the 


22 bappi neſs and N oF others, at 9 0 dear expenſe of their, own s 
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When Sober to this, 20 muſt gener be the caſe, tink the un- 
happy! ſufferer is burthen'd with a numerous and helpleſs family, that 
the tree which is thus blaſted is at the fame time bent down with the 
weight of its own” branches; when the innocent are thus inevitably i in- 
volv d in the ſamie puniſhment with the guilty, when at the very criſis 


that the wretched: parent wou'd moſt wiſh for the power to aſſiſt his 


children, he is deprived of every means to > ſupport 'them, when the 
fountain of induſtry, that only ſource from whence the waters of com- 
fort cb d flow, is dried up in a barren wilderneſs, how doth the me- 
lancholy ſcene fwell with complicated miſery ! ! In this dreadful ſituatien 
he is left, delivered over, as. the king's ſervant was, to the tormentors; 
confined perhaps within the ſame walls, fed with the ſame ſcanty, 
pittance, and doom'd to the ſame ignominous treatment as the 


ruffian, the felon. and the murderer. ; Their fate, indeed, is more 


. Bn, bis, 13 alone . HL, confinement. i is ſhort. and 


lnguilhes for 15 T a in A dark = dreary paige A whos. wh 
death, and. drags on ry vreiched ee in bean, * n 880 
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When indeed we e conſider the v variety of evils 9858 to oats, 
as well as the many inconveniencies felt by the community from 


this ſingle circumſtance, we are utterly at 4 loſs to account for the 
ſmall degree of attention which hath hitherto been paid to it; more 
eſpecially when we call to mind that there is ſcarce any ſpecies of 
diftreſs, which the benevolence of this charitable age and nation hath 

f not 
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at an 120 domains brought, 10.the uur; eee the 
fee 1 fighing- of the priſoncr's. did net ſooner come Ws 2 
5 chat, where there are ſo many good e ene theſe: 2 
bound up and Sealed. The only probable cauſe. to he fi pe a 
that what we ourſelves do 1 ou: nor feel | is low the object. of, 
2 bodily ain diſeaſes, ao eee — | 
: are frequently ſeen, and ſometimes experienced by perſons: of e higheſt 
rank and fortune; theſe therefore the hand af charity; bath been.) 
ſtretched forth to ſoften and relieve; but few, very few. amongſt che 
tich and great, have followed the unhappy dehtor inte his captivity, 
= viſited. thoſe manſions of grief! and, ſorrew.-which: he is 7 
to inhabit; the evil which, was not generally "known, _—— 

not be. generally attended, to, nor :cquld, it be. N 5 
flictione rn aner con 


The ve; RE is. Ss me. „ thanks to 1 8 great Hy urer 5: 
every good word and work, when the groang of the oppreſſd captive have I 
reached the cars of the merciful, and pierced che hearts af 8 l 
To take away that reproac! of careleſſneſs and, inattention 9 
juſt now mentioned, to counteract the male wolence of ſome, the | hard- 
neſs of heart and inſenſibility of others, to free the captive. a nd. fave 
the wretched; for theſe noble and truly ę s purpoſes, was framed 
that humane and truly excellent inſtitution which, we. this. day: meet © 
encourage and ſupport 3 a laudable and 28 e which calls for - 7 
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| hoſpitals and foundations in it 1 moſt üg a 2 There 
wanted, as it were, but this one wing to finiſh and complete the 
| 5 temple of Charity ; that ſuperb and magnificent ſtructure which 
immortalize our name, and tranſmit Britiſh compaſſion and hu- 
mariũty to the admiration of future ages. With regard to the parti- 
cular” inſtitution I am here to recommend, whether we conſider the 
benefits reſulting from this charity to individuals, or the advantages 
that will ariſe to ſociety, whether: we confider it as diſpenſing private 
happineſs or promoting public utflity, a more truly pious and uſeful Work, 
-the uh nnn * 10 N 1 never be: te in. 


"Fs 2 


we The diſtinguifhing clinraQteriſticf' this Rs Bb and which 
emen to gild it with a ſuperior luſtre, is, that it is at once an act both 
of juſtice and of merey; whilſt it imparts its welcome bounties to the 
unfortunate debtor, it ſatisfies the legal claims of the creditor alſo: 


IE Whilſt the light ſtrikes upon, and is directed to, one object, the re- 


flection as it were illuminates another; it not only, as common flowers 
in the garden of Charity, delights the ſenſe by the grateful odour 
peculiar to it, but, like the perfumes of the Eaſt, diffuſes ſweetneſs | 
and fragrance on every fide of it; not only doth the unhappy er | 
recover his freedom when affiſted by us, but whenever it happens, as a8 
it frequently doth, that, on a ſtrict and careful inveſtigation of every 
h circumſtance, the creditor is himſelf found to be in an indigent and 
Jiſtreſsful condition, the whole debt is generouſſy diſcharged; thus 

e relief of one is made ſubſervient to the happineſs of 77 WE ! the 3 
bleffing i is doubled oy the mutual brave ann of it. 974 eb lt 
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n Chari is in enen 8 
vate relief, it isno leſs ſubſervient to the public welfare: The want of 
hands in every branch of commerce and manufacture is every day felt and 


lamented by us; and yet we ſuffer numbers of the horn abi and vigorous 
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How mer torious 1 eee thy. is \that, 7 
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5 25 it were, | 554 Put” into tell 2 
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_reflores cheſe uſeful ; members, to ſociety, which, py chem 5 by 
more to exert «their powers. and abilities in their Several as tad 
profeſſions, . and. to become pr ofitable. 4 ; 
which, they belong; When. thus. ie our breed upon the: waters 
not MAYY: days it. af an . W 8 N 1 5 2 ok 0 7 e WA, 
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In oppoſition to this N bag oj abet (and Ss . 
18 that good work which hath. .not met with oppoſition), it hath deen | 
dae by ſome, that it may afford encou age ement to the idle and 
unprincipled to contra& ſuch debts as will thus Kindly be diſchary ed 
for them; that the relief thus: conſtantly adminiſtered, will Ain . 
the apprehenſions and leſſen the terrors of a Prison, and AA ty” 
render men more careleſs of their behaviour; ;., that: it even ys iel 


em lay 


open t to fraud and colluſion between the vicious and immoral, and tha 
WW and creditor may connive together to ſhare, the advantages. rer 
ſultin, g from theſe charitable donations : But theſe, are falſe, weak and 
_ Hl-grounded. ſuggeſtions... which every days experience, fince the”. 
inſtitution of this. charity, hath. enabled us to gainſay and canfutes = 
It is impoſiible, perhaps, for human wiſdom to guard againſt al the ; 
arts which may be practiſed by the cunning and deceitful to counters 
its benevolent purpoſes: Every caution, | however, 1 will venture 
to aſſert, hath been made uſe of to prevent fraud and impoſture, £ 
and in the relief of objects the ſtricteſt attention always paid, and 
the fulleſt bounty always, beſtowed on. thoſe who were moſt. deſerving 
of TE. - It is very eaſy for men of affluent fortunes, who. never 
felt the x griping hand of penury, to 1 of their punctus and regular 
. of Every juſt : nd legal. demand. u pon. ther, and na les ear 
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err (8 N 55 
"4s it for ſuch (as is too often the Caſo) to deat beck Libera! invectis 
ag zzinſt the wretched. inſolvent, who, is deficient in that duty wh 
they havo ſo conſtantly performed; but! little, alas! do they eonßtter 
what the ruthle6 command. of that {tyrant Neceſlity might haye obliged 
chem to 1 Htyle, do they reflect how ard. the ſtruggle may ſometimes 
, prove. in the Yor ſt and conſcientious mind, between the powerful. | 
- of preſſing indigence, and the ſtinging reproaches ne 
ſtiee and 1 ntggrity. 07. 218390: tht CENT TRE 58 2 38 7908 | 
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On the moſt tric ahd candid examination 1905 the merits of a 
who a ate intitled. to the aſſiſtance of this chafity, it muſt be acknow- 


Tart 7 


ledged,. to. the honour of human f nature, that Amongſt all the miſerable | 


objects confined i in the Walls of a priſon, many are indebted for their 


wretched ſituation there, to unavoidable, misfortune ; many to yenial 


1 ettors, folly and imprudence; many, moſt of them indeed, to the cruel - 5 


and unfeeliag dif] (poſition, of their mercileſs. creditors ; ; but few, very 
few, to what is; too often aſcribed as the cauſe of it, a total want 
of ptineiple and common honeſty; This heighth of depravity and cor- 
ruption, to fay the truth, is generally the portion of thoſe who figure 
in higher life, of thoſe, who, though they, have never been condemned 
to Mer the e of a ei have, Wee mak am PT 
e 5 14 
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n len he Ki, 100 ben fad e ang =] LSE go 
| ich truth in the compatiſon), to reſetable thoſe nets. or tails. which , 
entangle the ſmnaller beaſts of prey, but are at the ſame time too weak 


and feeble to hold Faſt the ſtrong and powerful which are driven into 


elle, indeed, could it happen, that the poor, deſtitute 
1 kuchen Dabtor : is 89.1 to pieces by the cruel fangs of 
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; intliet upon N for A e A e e GED BA 
infolent and fraudfut bankrupt, inn Ba rind "thoufs dl. a tall talk I 
in open” Ty-fight"untoucY'TanQ üs. Mü ar” ke opprefied, 
helpleſs creditors, "Ind dick dd fance to law, Jultice,” and Humanity. Fe 
ea ae e bit 515 B 901 n "Sap req 0, IN 
But let us leave theſe infamous plunderers to wHaelP Worſe an 
| prifoks or death, the reproaches of their own conſcience ; to thoſe 
 tormentors let us deliver chem, and turn; Gur eyes towards offi far 
more "deſerving f our attention; towards the meek and hümble 
the ſober and thi > Ciffident, the wretched and the opp Ucn "RG 


1444734 | pray unto us ber Reit 


ſtretch oüt their hands to us for ſuccbur, af | 
and liberty; Thoſel alas]! Who ate pofiefied of thle Slokzous "treating = 
ſeem, as it Were, infeiiibls of its Worth; and the trub valde of this, 
das of almoſt every other blefling, is ſeldom "known til we feel the 
want of it 3 ir is carts "credible, "my" brechren, tc How'indny/? in 10 
ſhort a time; We haye lendy, by means of this Ederlent "infiitution, 
been able to Aifpenſs eln great and höble gift; but trus Chatity, = 
like true beauty, to be ate ne d but to be feet, the clefet ft s 
examined and: with the nicer ſcrutiny it is enquired into; che moi e | 
lovers and followers will it always attract: It will n not ſurpriſe you, 
| therefore, but it will give you infinite pleaſure to. hear, that. within the 
- ort 1550 of weve months Tal 12 7 up 755 of” twelve thouſand | 
| for gh nas 


105 a number of uſeful and tadufirions "members Eko to "the ct — 
"munity. Muſt it not, my "brethren, expand your hearts with betievo- 
ent chearfulneſt, to reflect that; you have ſped jo joy and happineſs "over. 
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"The power of li 1 death is is doubtleſs a . adult yy Daly 
and therefore 4 RH prerogative; and yours, my brethren, who 
contribute to this charity, deſerves the next place in honour and 
dignity: To diſpenſe the greateſt bleſſing of this life to our fellow 
Creatures, is almoſt. as diſtinguiſhing | A, privilege. as to prolong. life 

itſelf, which indeed without this is ſcarce worthy of our acceptance. 
| By contributing. to this excellent charity, by taking upon you, my 
| brethren, this Kind, this benevolent, this pious. office, you reſemble 
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a ſuperior order of 'beingss O reſemble, in the nobleſt of their | 


perfections, thoſe miniſters of the Almighty, the holy angels of God, 
ho came to deliver his choſen Apoſtle from. captivity :; as ſoon. as you 
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from them, the light ſinech in the priſon, the iron doors open of their 
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looks with wonder and aſtoniſhment upon you, as the Angel did unto 


Peter: ee aui bind on ae caſt git prey carl; 
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| Conkder 1 my brethren, - 1 beſeech vou, the wretched condition Ml 
of the unfortunate. debtor, more Particu ularly, my beloved. DIL 
and reflect upon it at this Þ genial, fertile, and benignant ſeaſon, when | 
every ray of light diffuſeth joy and gladneſs, when every gale Is im- 
pregnated with health and pleaſure; at ſuch a time ſhall, we not caſt. a : 
thought towards the poor confined priſoner, ſhut up from that refreſh- 
ing air which we breath, and deprived of that reviving. "light which 
we re) oice in; ſhall we not willingly abridge ourſelves of * any little . 
ſuperfluous ſenſual gratification to Promote. a fellow-creature' 8 freedom, 


to communicate that pleaſure which » we ok, 0 e chat n 
pineſs which we ourſelves enj oy. * 
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This, my brethren, . a8 17 Were, the laſt, the i youngeſt offspring | 
of Britiſh Charity, let us treat it as a darling favorite, nouriſh it with 
more than ordinary tenderneſs, and foſter it with peculiar; care; if 
from the amazing growth and improyement of its infant ſtate, we 
-may judge of its future ſize and n Nen ber A; n 
e when arrived at its _— 5 
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the image made uſe of by our bleſſed Saviour 
ich at preſent, indeed, is the all feds, ſhall one 1 
day be the greate/# among herbs, and become a tree, ſo that the birds of 

the air ſpall come and lodge in the branches theregf.. VV | 
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